
  

 

The Bells of Saint Mary’s 
September 2016 

Kick-off  

I know you know how passionate I am about my faith and my church.  I bet you thought 
that the title was about college football…I am shocked that you would think that about 
me.  The only reason I have printed the entire Texas Longhorn football season for 2016 is 
to remind you that the article is not about college football, per se.  Just Texas football…not 
all of it.  Hehe. 

Okay…so the first thing I did on vacation was go to Texas.  After seeing my mom for her 
90th birthday back in March, I wanted to make sure and get in another visit…so I left on 
the 16th of August.  Once I get back to Lompoc, I am going to continue working on the 
clutter of my life, and do some more work of paring down and throwing out at my home, 
and in the garage.  It is so healthy and positive.  And these days of political strife and  
constant bickering and fighting on what passes for news in our country make us yearn for 
something positive and fulfilling.  To which I say…come to church!  And to which I say,  
de-clutter your life! 
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September 11 this year is a Sunday…and we begin our “year” on Grandparents 
Day…which this year is the 11th of September.  Sunday School begins again…Rite 
13 and J2A kick into high gear…and our program years kicks off.  Please respond to 
this question…Bible Study…Wednesday evenings at 6 for one hour or Sundays at 
noon for one hour?  Please do let the office know so we can plan accordingly.   

We will begin to offer E-Talks again.  Started by Josh and Kristina Failing, these are 
informal and informative evenings where people share aspects of their life and 
ministry that they are passionate about.  Given the good response to our shared 
ministry of feeding the homeless, I intend to offer an evening taking a look at hun-
ger in America.  It will begin with the documentary, “A Place at the Table” and a 
discussion about that short film will follow.   

I would like us to engage our Stephen Ministry team and together discuss and con-
front issues around death and dying, hospice and comfort care, planning ahead, 
living trusts and power of attorney issues surrounding end-of-life issues.  I also 
want us to take a look at whether or not we have wills made up already, or if we 
do, whether or not they need to be updated.   

I am beginning talks with the North County Rape Crisis Center and how this agen-
cy, which we already support through our Outreach Team, might work more close-
ly with our church around issues that affect our community;  issues like human 
trafficking, domestic violence against women who are primarily field workers in 
and around Lompoc, and the surging statistics around rape and violence in 
Lompoc and the county.  I was shocked to learn that Lompoc leads Santa Barbara 
County in incidents of human trafficking of underage girls.   

During my vacation I am participating in a meeting with Bishop Bruce, Mo. Debo-
rah Dunn, & Fr. Randall Day with where we are in the plan to bring in a Spanish-
speaking priest to begin services at our churches in Spanish, and when that might 
be and with what frequency.  I know you have heard of this since it has been be-

Yes, I know heôs a lizard.  But he posed so calmly for the camera that I had to include this photo. 
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fore the Vestry for over a year 
now, and was part of my ad-
dress to you at our Annual 
Meeting, but now it is begin-
ning to look like it is going to 
happen…so stay tuned…I will 
keep you posted.   

And last…but of course not 
least…here is the Longhorn 
Schedule for you so you can 
root for your priest’s beloved 
Longhorns…(and we love the 
Ducks too!) 

Take note…they play the Fighting Irish in Austin, on Labor Day weekend…Hook ‘Em 
Horns! 

²ƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭƻǿΣ 
CǊΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭҌ 

 
In response to so many who want their own copy…here is yours: 

The Lordôs Prayer from A New Zealand Prayer Book 

 

Whaddaya mean, they donôt play the Gophers? 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all, 

Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name 

 echo through the universe! 

The way of justice be followed 

 by the peoples of the world! 

Your heavenly will be done by 

 all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and 

 freedom  sustain our hope 

 and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today. 

 feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, 

 forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, 

 strengthen us. 

From trials too great to endure, 

 spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, 

  free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power 

 that is love, now and forever.  Amen. 
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From our visitors
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MISS ELLA AND THE CHURCH PLAY 
  
Have you ever seen the TV movie or read the book ñThe Best Christ-
mas Pageant  
Everò? I was reading it for the third time the other night and getting 
reacquainted with six awful children named Imogene, Claude, Ralph, 
Leroy, Ollie and Gladys Hardman. Theyôre not your usual children. 
They drink, smoke and shop lift and have come to church for the first 
time because they have heard that the church serves snacks. While 
there, they are given roles in the Sunday Schoolôs production of the 
Christmas story. This is much against the wishes of the powers that 
be in the church. As you can imagine, chaos follows. 

Reading this book again reminded me of all of the church 
plays and pageants Iôve ever been involved in and there were 
many, many, many. In my mindôs eye, I tried to recall the first 
play or production I remembered and a memory surfaced that was so vivid that I felt that I 
was there again with the rest of my family from The Big House in Houston, Texas. 

As you can tell from the title of the story, this involved my Grandma, Miss Ella, and if youôve 
read some of the Miss Ella stories, you might recall that Miss Ella had a lovely voice and 
you might also recall that she ran away with a traveling opera company that had been  
giving performances in Houston. They auditioned her, were impressed with her voice and 
hired her. She was rather unceremoniously brought back home by her father, but she never 
lost her love for singing and she retained her beautiful voice well into her later years. 

And now the real story begins. 

Enter Mr. Tom Wyndham, our parish priest. He and the Sunday School teachers and the 
organist/choir master decided that it was time to have a play or a musical or a pageant or 
something. They werenôt quite sure which or how or what, but other churches did them all 
the time so why not the Church of the Good Shepherd. Why not indeed? And so the plan-
ning began. It would be part play, part musical and would use the choir and the adults in the 
congregation and it would be called ñWith All My Heartò. Catchy, right? 

When Grandma heard about it, she was giddy. As she put it in her English/German speak, 
ñIt is being Fate. It is being Godôs way of showing me my gift for my church.ò And Grandpa 
shook his head and said, ñWhat do you plan to do?ò and Grandma said, ñI am presenting 
myself as the Star. It is being my Destiny. God is telling me He is wanting me to do it.ò And 
she did. She auditioned for a singing role and those who heard her told us that she was a 
jewel that they had not known of and they were duly impressed. Grandpa not so much. 

She spent hours every day doing vocal exercises. ñAh, ah, ah, ah, ah, ah, ahò, she warbled. 
Grandpa stayed in the back garden a lot and The Uncles sat on the steps of the Greek 
house across the street and smoked and begged the bouzouki player to play sad Greek 
songs. Grandma was not deterred. She continued her vocal exercises (she called them 
ñextrasizesò) and woke each morning and ran to the bathroom to gargle with a something in 
a special bottle. Irish Auntie laughed and said that it was one part mouthwash, one part wa-
ter and one part some of the liquid that she kept in the pantry. It was the brown liquid that 
made The Uncles laugh and walk funny and I was not allowed to touch it. The Uncles only 
went into the pantry when Grandma wasnôt around and sometimes they replaced the liquid 
they took out of the bottle with water. If I saw them, they always put their fingers to their lips 

Red-headed Woodpecker in John 
Beelerôs Momôs back yard, near 

Charlottesville, Virginia 
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Two squirrels play-fighting on my 
Momôs deck.  Iôm guessing that they 

are siblings. 

and said, ñShhh!ò and that meant that we had a secret and that if we told, Grandma would 
yell and nobody ever wanted Grandma to yell. 

The play/musical was about people falling in love and singing to each other with loud voices. 
You have to recall that I was probably five years old when all this was going on, so that was 
my critique of the show. Irish Auntie paid for a seamstress to make a beautiful black lace 
dress for Grandma. It was long and flowing and on the center of the bodice was sewn a red 
velvet heart. She looked stunning and not at all like the nice German-American woman who 
wore house dresses, aprons and sensible shoes and cooked and cleaned and made me eat 
her wallpaper paste oatmeal. She was magical and all of us at The Big House were proud of 
her. 

The play/musical was produced in the parish hall part of the church. Our church was ñL-
shapedò. The top of the ñLò housed a childrenôs chapel, Sunday School rooms, the choir 
room, the priestôs sacristy, the working sacristy, the kitchen and a bathroom The ñLò was the 
altar, choir and organ area. Looking from the altar forward were the pews and the parish hall 
which was discretely curtained off from the church proper. It was huge and had a large stage 
and dances were often held there. For the performance of ñWith All My Heartò, chairs were 
placed for the audience and I sat on the front row with the rest of the family since Grandma 
was the ñStarò 

The Plot (according to Young Uncle Charlie): The scene was at a ball with choir members 
and others doing a waltz. Grandma, a lovely and beautiful girl, has been dumped by her boy 
friend, who never deserved her anyway and she is left alone on the stage as he walks off 
with another woman who is not nearly as beautiful as Grandma and certainly not as tasteful-
ly dressed nor as talented. Grandma sang a heartrending version of ñAfter the Ball Is Overò 
and she wept at the end and, let me tell you, there wasnôt a dry eye in the house. She took 
bow after bow and was given a choir solo by the impressed organist/choir master and she 
modestly accepted. The solo was a version of ñChildren Of the Heavenly Kingò. She sang it 
a month later backed by both the Senior and Childrenôs Choirs. In those days, congregations 
did not applaud as they do these days. Episcoplaians were not rowdy and spoke only as the 
Prayer Book directed. However, they did that Sunday and it was well-deserved by all the 
singers. 

I must tell you that as fine as some of the plays and musicals and church pageants that fol-
lowed, none of them impressed me as much as my ordinary, every day Grandma dressed to 
the nines in black lace singing ñAfter the Ball Is Overò. She wanted me to follow in her talent-
ed footsteps. She wanted me to be an opera star or a movie star or a ballet star or some 
kind of star and I ended up as a hack actress in a local theater group. Still, I think she might 
have approved. I hope so. Iôll never forget the night that Grandma was a Star. 

copyright Ella Chapman Dunn  

August 2016 
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Outreach Report 

The St, Maryôs Outreach Ministry team would 
like to take this opportunity  to thank  you,  our 
church family,  for the  tremendous  support 
we received  for our Back to School project 
Dress 2 Learnò.  It was truly a great success .  
Because of your generosity we were able to 
provide 50 school aged children each with a 
$100 gift certificate that was used to purchase 
clothing to start off their school year.   Along 
with a parent and one or more personal  shop-
per from St. Maryôs each family was able to 
peruse the aisles at Rossôs Dress for Less for 
the best bargains.    

37 of the children were living at the Bridge 
House, the Markôs House , Hope House, Har-
vey House or Recovery Way all under the aus-
pices of Good Samaritan.  The remaining 13 
children were recommended as needy families 
by Catholic Charities after a thorough screen-
ing.  

We would also like to thank the St. Maryôs Vol-
unteer ñ shoppers ñ.  Molly Gerald, Linda Ever-
ly, Bits Bowles , Charlotte Hayes and Patti 
Balcena from Outreach.   Mary Sharp, Kathy Cady, Sheryl Murray, Jane 
Longley, Helen Free, Kelly Owens, Barb Manchester, Bonnie Fairbanks, Col-
leen Moser,  Jeanne Kendall, Sara Brennan, Kathy Gonzales, Alice Drus, and 
Shelby Cheverez  Shreve and Dale Shreve.  I think everyone who helped,  real-
ly  felt it was truly more rewarding  ñto give than to receiveò. There was a lot of 
bonding and sometimes kids really do, ñsay the darnedest thingsò.  We loved 
this project and canôt wait until next year.  

Once again thank you,  

Your Outreach Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please donôt eat me please donôt eat me please 
donôt eat me please donôt eat meé. 
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 First    Responders 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ƴƛƴǘƘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ CƛǊǎǘ wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ моǘƘ 
нлмс Ϫ ммΥол!a ƛƴ CƛǘŎƘ IŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ   

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ aŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ǘƻ ƻũŜǊ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ [ƻƳǇƻŎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƛŘŜ ŘƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭΦ 

! ǎƛƎƴ-ǳǇ ǎƘŜŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘŀōƭŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ CƛǘŎƘ Iŀƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ нуǘƘΦ   

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ  bŜƳŜǎƛƻ ϧ tŀǩ .ŀƭŎŜƴŀ 
 

 

Buildings and Grounds          August 2016     Jan Cooksey 
 

The purpose of the Buildings and Grounds Ministry is to insure the care and upkeep of 
every aspect of Saint Mary’s campus.   This includes all building components, utilities, 
furnishings and appliances; weed abatement and landscaping; and tree, plant and 
flower care throughout the property. 
 
There are many hands upholding this vital ministry day-by-day, week-by-week and 
month-by-month.  Saint Mary’s is blessed to have the expertise of many folks who tire-
lessly toil behind the scenes to keep things working. Thanks to all you handy men and 
other volunteers. 
 
 Also, the Apostle Work Teams have done a tremendous amount of work in recent 
months.  Judging by the participation on second Saturdays, the reimplementation of 
the 4-team concept is successful, so far.  Check out the numbers - There were 19 peo-
ple in March, 11 in April, 8 in May, 18 in June and 8 in July.  Thanks not only to the 
team members but also to those not on a team who came, worked and experienced 
the feeling of community that is the heart of these work parties. If your schedule per-
mits, come join us and feel the love. 
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Sunday School Start-up 

Hello, the start of another year of Sunday School is upon us. Registration  forms  will be available 
on September 4th and 11, 2016. September 11th is Sunday School Kick-off. We will commission 
our Elementary and J2A teachers and ask for a blessing upon our classes and the upcoming school 
year. Afterwards, the children will go to their respective  classes for opening day activities. We will 
hand out  boxes for the United Thank Offering at this time. Our anticipated date of in- gathering of 
the UTO boxes  is the weekend  prior to  Thanksgiving. 

Pasta Party for Sunday School Kick-off.  On August 24, a 4.9 earthquake occurred   in Italy striking 
several villages dating back to the Middle Ages. Among them was the village of Amatrice,  home  
of the famous dish tŀǎǘŀ !ƳŀǘǊƛŎƛŀƴŀΦ  Ordinarily,  we would order pizza for the opening day of 
Sunday School and set out a donation basket. This year, we have decided to have a pasta party to 
raise funds for Italian earthquake relief.  We hope to see you  there! 
 

 

September  4 Summer  Program/Registration  for Sunday School 
September  5  Labour Day 
September 11 Sunday School Kick-off and Commissioning of Teachers 
 Registration Continues 
 Start of UTO drive 
 Pasta Party for Earthquake Relief 
September  17 J2A  Opening Celebration  and liturgy 
September  18 Regular  Sunday School 
September  25 Youth  Sunday (no Sunday School) 
 
Committee Report for Christian Formation 

Vestry Meeting, 28 Aug 2016, Mike Swart Vestry Liaison 

- Christian Formation is doing overall well 

Areas of Strengths: 

Nursery program running well 
Youth Group is becoming more organized and reliable, meeting every other week 
Service project is beginning in Youth Group 
Successful VBS 

Areas to Focus: 

Service projects for Youth Group 
Connecting youth programs with outreach to access underserved populations 
Preparations for Sunday School 
 

- Some discussion about the Sunday School curriculum.  Church invested funds in a courseware 
that is at times difficult to tailor to the younger students, especially for less experienced teachers.  
Michele has looked at alternatives and has some low/no cost options in mind to supplement gaps 
in current courseware.  WATCH ITEM, no vestry intercession needed at this time. 

- J2A and Confirmation activities beginning.  Confirmation scheduled for 20 November with Bishop 
Diane.  As of last week, a male J2A teacher was still needed. 
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 As of 07/31/2016   

Undesignated checking & savings $116,550    

Designated Checking $36,216    

    

 

Actual 
July '16 

Actual 
Jan - July '16 

Budget 
Jan - July '16 

Bequests   $13,343    

Income $22,681  $171,921  $190,905  

Expenses $29,866  $195,719  $191,627  

Net income/(loss) ($7,185) ($10,455) ($722) 

    

St. Mary's has a policy of transparency, open and full disclosure.  If you want more detailed finan-
cial information, please ask a Vestry member, attend a Vestry or Finance meeting, or visit the of-
fice during normal business hours. 

Committee Report for Communications 
Jeanne Johnston 
 

The following is repeat. It didn’t run in the Bells so I’ll resubmit it. 
 

Who we are: 
Chair: Rick Kendall  Fr. Michael  Elizabeth Hatcher  Louise Larson 
Don Lown     John Beeler  Jeanne Johnston, VESTRY Liaison 
 

Together, we try to develop and assess how communication happens in this parish.  To that 
end we publish The Bells, send email blasts, maintain the Facebook page, pay attention to  
calendar events. We purchase and/or store seasonal banners. We sometimes place ads in 
local newspaper and publish flyers for community distribution. 
 

Assessment is tough. It is hard to know what works and what doesn’t work. Feedback is  
reluctantly and sparsely given. 
 

We kick around ideas with the rector: When is the best time, if any, for announcements 
within the Sunday services? Does diminished attendance reflect inadequate communica-
tion? Does anyone read The Bells? 
 

Weakness: if either John Beeler or Elizabeth Hatcher is unavailable, the Bells publication is  
delayed. 

Financial Summary  
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Sunday Eucharist 
8:00 AM and 10:00AM 

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM 
 

Telephone: (805) 733-4400 

Fax: (805) 733-4405 

 

www.stmaryslompoc.org  

www.redshirtproject.org 

Fr. Michael: 

  rector@stmaryslompoc.org 

  sensei1633@aol.com 

The Rev. Deacon Dr. Judy Lin 

  revdrjlin@gmail.com 

Elizabeth: Parish Administrator 

  admin@stmaryslompoc.org 

Michele Pittenger: Christian Formation 

formation@stmaryslompoc.org 

Wardens and Clerk: 

   vestry@stmaryslompoc.org 

Bells Editor: 

  john.beeler@verizon.net 

Many Hands Make  
Light Work 

Please join Team Mark   

Work Party on Saturday,  

September 10
th
, at 8:30

 AM
.  

You can help with the gar-

dening, vacuuming the 

sanctuary, changing light 

bulbs, or many other things 

that help keep the church 

going! 

Dan Vordale 
 

09/01 

Regina Lingl 
 

09/03 

Jessie Sheldon 09/04 

Alice Drus 
 

09/08 

Gary Larson 
 

09/08 

Eleanor  [Bits] Bowles 09/10 

Molly Gerald 
 

09/11 

Beverly Anderson 09/13 

Anita Dwyer 
 

09/14 

Ken Murray 
 

09/14 

Charlotte Compton 09/17 

Norma Anderson 09/22 

Peggie Gould 
 

09/24 

Helen Free 
 

09/26 

mailto:formation@stmaryslompoc.org

