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I actually wrote this yesterday, the day before Bishop Diane Bruce came to talk to 
us about Stewardship and her life journey.  It was all done, except for a couple of 
sentences before the movie last night.  But the movie was a long one, and so when 
it was over, I came in and grabbed my bag and headed home, since it was late and 
I was tired.  The document was on the screen...and then...during the night...my 
computer downloaded an update, re-booted...and my column for the Bells went 
into Cyber Nowhere Land...and I 
have to re-write it.  Besides the  
obvious irony of writing something 
on Stewardship having NOT 
“saved” my document, I have to 
say, it is probably a good thing 
that it happened...because what 
Bishop Diane had to share with us 
was so compelling...I would have 
had to change everything I wrote anyway.  Why is that?  Because, to my ears and 
heart, her visit with us was more about a personal inventory...a sharing of a per-
sonal journey that reminded me of the power of story and the power of sharing 
that in small groups.  Some of what I wrote yesterday I will write again...because it 
is consistent with where my heart is now, and some of it probably needed to go 
away anyway.   

What I heard today is an understanding of Stewardship as the responsible over-
seeing and protection of something considered worth caring for and preserving: 

I knew this definition yesterday, but today, it makes sense to me in a much differ-
ent way.  Bishop Diane shared with us a life that had always been faithful and faith
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-filled.  If there were a catch-phrase it would be “just have faith”.  Example after 
example from her stories all had that phrase in them…Just Have Faith.   

The construct of what she shared with us, starting with her early childhood and 
continuing on to her election as Bishop Suffragan of our Diocese…seemed to me 
to be a real sense of reflection and journaling of her own sense of self and Christ.  
What I would call a personal inventory.  While it is not possible to be able to say, 
less than an half an hour after she left, what all this means for our parish and our 
common life together, a cou-
ple of things seem clear.   

At one point she said to us 
“you know all about stew-
ardship and budgets.  You 
need to find out what God is 
calling you to do with them.  
You need to know what God 
is calling you to do as you 
look forward.  Not by looking 
back…but by praying and be-
ing with each other…to dis-
cover what part of God’s 
mission you are being called 
to do.”  She went on to say 
“we clergy can’t tell you what that is…it is not ours to do…it is yours.  This is your 
church.  Clergy come and go, but you remain.  This is your church.”   Then, 
(pointing at me and herself) she said: “We can help direct you, we can help guide 
you, but it is yours to discover…it is yours to do.”  So I think we will want to begin 
this conversation by asking you to pray and ponder, worship and wonder what you 
believe God is calling us to do as a parish.  What ministries are we feeling com-
pelled to be engaged in?  Where do you feel the hand of God leading you?  

The other point that I highlight for you is this one:  “usually I come to congrega-
tions who are down and need answers.  That is not you.  This is the most positive 
congregation I have been in doing this work.  You have paid off your mortgage.  Do 
you know what that is? In these economic times?  You are not just on the way up…
you are up…you need to find out how much higher God is calling you to go!  If you 
pray, God will tell you.  Just have faith.” 

I felt good hearing these things.  I felt like we got a good reminder that we are 
good and faithful people who have been working hard at community…working 

Bishop Bruce giving her talk on stewarship,  

September 22nd.  Photo by John Beeler. 
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hard at newcomer work…working hard at being about the work of mission and 
outreach.  It seems very clear to me that Stewardship is not about money.  And 
that message was so clear to me today. Money is necessary to accomplish the 
work of the church…but money is not our God.  Money does not possess us…
money does not rule our hearts.  I understood her statement ”the first check I 
write is the check to the church” as an example of liberation in her life…that in 
helping the church she was helping herself to practice her faith…and was freed of 
the burden of worry.  It was a spirit-filled time with her and I thank God that 
+Diane could come and be with us this morning.   

Another thing:  she said we had a wonderful physical plant…that it was beautiful, 
well designed and just what we need.  She reminded us that all the gifts we need 
to grow our church are already present in all of you and in the buildings that we 
have to accomplish ministry in.   

She was given a tour by John Sipos when she arrived and she spoke of the Mary 
garden on the plaza; of Bina’s place out back and Emma’s playground as an ideal 
place for young families to gather and feel good about being in this church.   

She told us that if you do not have a small group to invite newcomers into within 
six months of their arrival, you will lose them.  She told us how warm and inviting 
and welcoming we were to her, and how much she loved being here.   

So, let me invite you to think about what you 
saw, heard and experienced today.  Let me in-
vite you to share those feelings and observa-
tions with members of our church who were 
not with us today.  Let me invite you to take 
that excitement you feel and share it with oth-
ers.  Pray, ponder, worship and wonder what 
God is doing and how it is that you are called 
to be part of that.  And then, share it with the 
rest of us.  Send me emails…drop me a line.  
There are no bad or stupid questions…there is 
no way to be wrong…but let’s take +Diane’s 
challenge seriously…and together let us agree 
that “ just have faith” is what we will let guide 
us…and let’s see what that opens to us in the 
world of stewardship and vocation.  

With my hand on the plow, 
Fr. Michael+  

Bishop Bruce and Ray Gould exchange 

hugs before the September 22nd   

stewardship talk. 
Photo by John Beeler. 
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Lifelong Formation: 
What Are We Doing Now? 

Fall Adult Faith Formation Offerings 

 

Oct. 21st and 28th, Nov. 4th, 11th, and 18th: 9:00 AM 
in the Library—“Gleanings: Wisdom for the Second Half 
of Life from the Book of Ruth”. Participants may pur-
chase The Story of Ruth by Joan D. Chittister or simply 

follow along from the Bible.   

 

 

Advent Offering 

The Advent Offering will be held twice each week, Sun-
days at 9:00 AM and Wednesdays at 6:30 PM, both in the 

Library.  Sundays – Dec. 2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd, 

and Wednesdays – Nov. 28th and Dec. 5th, 12th, 
and 19th:  “Journeying Towards God on the Yellow Brick 
Road”. You may purchase the book The Yellow Brick 
Road by William J.Bausch or simply follow from your mov-

ie memories. Film Clips will be shown in the evening clas-
ses and dessert will be shared.                         

Sunday Dec. 16th: Enjoy a Matinee of the PCPA’s  
Wizard of OZ followed by a Pasta Dinner and a Carol Sing 

at Trudy’s House. 

September: Noah, led by Nancy Straight 
October: Joshua, by Josh and Kristina Failing 
November: Ruth, by Trudy Ardizzone 
December: David and Pageant Rehearsals, by Trudy Ardizzone 
January: Elijah, by Paul Eustace 
February: Daniel, by Nancy Straight 
March: Moses, by Mary Newcomb 
April: Esther, by Michelle Pittenger and Julie Sherman 
May: Jonah, by Tom Gerald 
 
Classes are held in the Annex during the 10:00 Service. 
 
The last Sunday of the month is a for Children led Worship at 10:00 in the  
Sanctuary. 
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Children’s Covenant 

1. We commit to treat all our teachers very well and with respect. 

2. We will listen to what they say not only with our ears but also with our eyes 
and heart. 

3. We will follow their instructions. 

4. We will each take responsibility for our own learning. 

5. We will read the stories of the Servants of God. 

6. We will each conduct ourselves to promote an atmosphere of mutual respect, 
responsibility, and learning.  (No distractions) 

7. We will each help maintain the beauty and cleanliness of our learning space. 

Teaching and Formation Goals for Sunday school 2012-2013: 

Old Testament Servants of God [Willing and Unwilling] 

1. Children will become familiar with the stories of eight figures from the Old Tes-
tament: Noah, Joshua, Ruth, Elijah, Daniel, Moses, Esther and Jonah. 

2. Each story will be presented in terms of its historical context. 

3. The children will be able to identify what book of the Bible it came from and to 
locate its place on a Biblical time line. 

4. The stories will be told under the umbrella of God’s grand plan for moving his 
people forward and closer to Him. 

5. Each character will be examined honestly for both strengths and weaknesses. 

6. The children will look for reflections of themselves and their own experiences 
in the stories. 

7. The children will learn that God can use anybody to carry out His purposes. 

8. They will understand that God equips you for the work He calls you to do. 

9. We will explore the ways that God calls us to mission. 

10.The children will feel accepted and valued for their uniqueness by the variety 
of learning modalities we employ. 

11.They will respect and honor the covenants they make. 

12.They will grow in community and friendship by sharing fun, interesting and 
meaningful experiences with their leaders and classmates. 
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Children’s Music Rehearsal Info 

1. Sunday school teachers practice the songs with the children every Sunday. 

2. The Sunday before the children are scheduled to sing they come in to the 
sanctuary immediately after the service to practice with Chris Bowman, our 
Choir Director 

3. The Sunday they are scheduled to sing they show up at 9:30 in the sanctuary 
to rehearse with Chris. 

16th Annual Senior Saints Lunch-
eon 

On Wednesday the 24th of October, the 
Outreach Committee will host the seniors 
in our community to lunch in Fitch Hall.  
This is the 16th year that St. Mary’s has 
invited all residents of local senior care 
and assisted living facilities, as well as  
local shut-ins to join us for lunch.  The 
Outreach Committee plans the event, but  
it can not be a success without the help of 
the entire congregation.   

We need you to join us for lunch and make a difference.  Many of the people that 
attend on that day do not often have the chance for one on one conversation.   
We will also ask you to help serve lunch to guests who cannot serve themselves 
or find it difficult to do so.  When our guests are taken care of,  please fill your 
plate and join us at the table to enjoy the meal.   

If you would like to help, please sign-up at the new kiosk in Fitch Hall   We would 
like to have our volunteers arrive between 10:30AM and 11:00AM as our guests will 
start arriving then. 

Some of them must be transported by bus or van from local facilities.  This some-
times necessitates several trips. Entertainment usually starts around 11:30.  
Lunch will be served at noon.  The program is usually completed around 1:30PM.  

If you know anyone who is elderly (over 65) and pretty much homebound, please 
invite them to join us.  

Thank you for considering this wonderful outreach. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call Norma at (733-1231). 

Full house picture from our archives 
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October Family Fun Event 
Friday October 26 at 6:30 PM in the Parish 

Hall 

Halloween Scary Movie Night 

 

                                 
 

Enjoy some Pizza. Make a Caramel Apple. Then 

lights out for some popcorn, treats and spooky 

Disney fun. 

 

Please sign up in advance so we know how many pizzas to  

order. Look for signup sheet on the Communications Kiosk. 
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Financial Statement 

As of August 31st, 2012 

Follow-up on Backpack Program 

Thank you so much for helping the Outreach committee to fill 52 backpacks this 
past month.  Your generosity made it possible for 52 High School and Middle 
School children to start the school year with a backpack filled with all the sup-
plies they will need.  This was all in addition to the city backpack give away in 
which we participated and gave away 500 backpacks to youngsters. 

We delivered 16 filled  backpacks to our  local  junior highs, 16 to Catholic Char-
ities for distribution to high school students, and 20 to MISC, a county agency 
that helps families that deal with mental health issues.  Thanks again for your 
overwhelming response and your giving hearts.   

Your St. Mary’s Outreach Committee 

 As of 08/31/2012   

Undesignated checking & savings $57,610    

Designated checking * $19,758    

    

 

Actual 

Aug '12 

Actual 

Jan - Aug '12 

Budget 

Jan - Aug '12 

Income* $22,886  $214,833  $226,065  

Expenses* $22,179  $216,267  $222,376  

Net income/(loss) $707  ($1,434) $3,689  

    

* YTD Includes BTM income, and expenses over and above the sale of the 

  Rigel property, to pay off the Mortgage Balance and Interest. 
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Many Hands 
Make Light 

Work 

Please join us for a Work Party 
on Saturday, October 13th at 
8:30 AM.  You can help with the 

gardening, vacuuming the sanctu-
ary, changing lightbulbs, or many 
other things that help keep the 
church going! 

Sunday Eucharist 
8:00 AM and 10:00AM 

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 10 AM - 4 PM 
 

Telephone: ( 805 )  733-4400 

Fax: ( 805 )  733-4405 

E-Mail Addresses: 

Fr. Michael: 

rector@stmaryslompoc.org 

The Rev. Deacon Dr. Judy Lin 

 judymlin@yahoo.com 

The Rev. Deacon Paul Eustace 

 warenpe@gmail.com  

Valerie Ward 

valeriekward2002@yahoo.com 

Elizabeth:  

admin@stmaryslompoc.org 

Trudy:  

sstrudyard@aol.com 

Wardens and Clerk: 

vestry@stmaryslompoc.org 

Bells Editor: 

john.beeler@verizon.net 

October Birthdays 

Gethin Hughes 10/01 

Francheska Hapil 10/02 

Dee Lonnon 10/08 

Ronald Davis 10/13 

Joe Gonzales 10/14 

Peggy Fields 10/15 

Catherine Gibson 10/15 

Sonia Culmer 10/16 

Leah Olsson 10/18 

Stephen Straight 10/18 

Stuart Twells 10/18 

Jean Horton 10/21 

Heather Quinn 10/21 

Robin Smith 10/22 

Frank Longley 10/29 

Kristina Failing 10/30 
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Bede the Bat 

Hello to all my friends at St. Mary's!  It's me! Bede! 

What a beautiful day it is!  The birds are singing, 
the bees are buzzing and the flowers are . . . uh, 
flowering!  God's in His Heaven.  All's right with the 
world.  Okay.  I know you're wondering why I'm so 
over-the-top happy.  I'm not usually so joyous.  I'll 
admit that.  So I won't keep you in suspense any 
longer.  Barney got a job and he moved out!!!  Now, 
Barney and I have been friends since childhood, and while he had a few habits 
that drove me 'batty' (that's a little Bat humor), I really like him.  Just not all the 
time.  Not trying to keep him from joining the Choir.  Not explaining to him that he 
can't teach Christian Education.  Not eating all the fresh fruit.  Not dropping peel-
ings on the floor.  Not snoring. 

The really good news 
is that he found a job at 
another Church here in 
town.  He will visit me 
and that's good.  We're 
planning to sort of 'do' 
Halloween together.  I 
have a few jobs lined 
up that would work well 
for two Bats to do 
them.  As you know, 
Halloween is a really 
great time of year for 
Bats.  A really hard-
working Bat can make 
enough to last all year 
and what with that and 
a good fruit crop, life 
can be very nice.   

I guess the best thing 
about Barney's job is that I get peace and quiet again.  Barney likes to have the 
TV up very loud and he watches very unusual things like shows about pawn 
shops and repo men and something called 'Smack Down' and some other things 
that are already loud, but when you jack up the sound the way he does, it 
can cause your ears to ring for hours.  I like to read undisturbed and Barney al-
ways picks that time to have a conversation.  I can go back to watching things 
like 'The Voice' and 'So You Think You Can Dance' and the cooking shows I 
like.  And like I say, Barney's great for a visit and maybe even an overnight visit, 

Not all of Bede’s neighbors have moved away.  These two 

watched Bishop Bruce visit us on September 22nd.   

Photos by John Beeler 
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but that's about it.  I'll continue to let you 
know how he's doing and how his job is 
going because I know you're interested 
in him and wish him well in his new 
job.  (Oh, joy! Barney got a JOB!  Sor-
ry.  I got carried away.) 

Meanwhile, school has started and 
Church at St. Mary's has really taken off 
and there's so much going on and do 
you realize that before you know it, it will 
be Thanksgiving and Christmas!  (That 
got your attention, didn't it?)  Life is 
good.  God is good!  I'm a happy Bat! 

See you soon!  Many blessings from  
me, Bede, the Bat in the St. Mary's Bel-

fry.   

A farewell note from Patricia Middleton 

Dear Father Michael and St. Mary’s: 

A plaque with these words has hung in my home for more years than I can re-
member: 

“Don’t walk in front of me, 
I may not follow; 

Don’t walk behind me, 
I may not lead; 

Just walk beside me 
and be my friend.” 

St. M’s has walked beside me and been my friend for thirty years.  It has been a 
walk that I have treasured. 

I came quietly to St. M’s and now it is time for me to leave … just as quietly.  You 
will remain forever in my heart. 

In His Name, 
Patricia Middleton 

Your editor finally got round to finding a 

picture of Barney!   It’s from Ernst Haeck-

el’s Kunstformen der Natur (Art Forms of 

Nature), of course. 
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Prayers of the People 

We ask that you hold these persons in your Daily Prayers. 

Lord, open our hearts to Your perfect will, that we may faithfully intercede on  

behalf of those we bring to You now in prayer: 

Lee Bowles, Pat Day, Ray Down, Sr., Isla Hill, Sheila Holley,  

Almedia Hutchinson, Shelie Jackson, Stan Sheldon,  

Linda Smith, Rachel Williams, and Keith Wright,   

And those serving in the armed forces remembered by our parishioners: 

Bill, Carl, Jason, Juliana, Kevin, Kimberly, Patrick, Robert, Simon, and Ryan.  

AMEN. 

Please Note: 

Prayers of the People will be updated monthly. If you would like to add or continue a name 
to the POP, please fill out a Prayer Request slip or Pew card, submit via our website 
www.stmaryslompoc.org call any of our Prayer Ring members, or email Stephanie Bastian at 

jeffnsteph95@msn.com. Thank you! 

“Whenever two of you on earth agree in prayer,  

it will be done by My Father in Heaven.”   

Matthew 18:19 
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mʨɲʍ adˍiˢi˛nʟ ˉnʋ c˛ˠɼecˢi˛nʟ ˛ʘ  
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