
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, TRUDY AND JOE!  
On February 8th, as part of the Youth Group's fund-raising auction, Trudy and Joe Ardizzone of-

fered to provide a gourmet Italian meal for eight guests.  As winners, we chose February 27th as a 

special family feast for our visiting daughter, Claire, and her two daughters, Kate and Megan; 

along with our son and daughter-in-law, David and Julie; our younger daughter, Laura; and our-

selves. 

We had no idea what a wonderful treat was in store for us.  Joe and Trudy arrived at our home 

with all their pots, pans, aprons, and ingredients, and prepared a marvelous multi-course 

meal.  The menu included a traditional eggplant and home-made bread appetizer; salad; a main 

course of chicken marsala, rosemary potatoes, and sauted young fresh green beans with parmesan 

and bread crumbs; and a marvelous multi-layer lemon cake for dessert.  The meal was wonderful, 

and a special occasion for our family, yet equally delightful as an opportunity to get to know Joe 

and Trudi better. 

Don't miss out on the bidding next time Joe and Trudi offer a gourmet meal for auction! 

Malcolm and Beverly 

Spring Tea 

A reminder that the St. Martha's Guild is hosting "A Pocketbook of Miracles", their annual 
Spring Tea, on Saturday April 25th from 2

PM
 to 4

PM
 in Fitch Hall.  We are trying to be inten-

tional about inviting the un-churched, so I hope all of you will invite at least one friend to 
join you and enjoy St. Mary's radical hospitality.  If you have a special older purse with a 
story, please bring it to share...or offer it for decoration purposes.  We will have good hot 
tea and sweets and savories, plus wonderful door prizes and lots of spring flowers.  There 
is no cost, and the invitations will be hand delivered as we receive reservations.  Please 
call Kay Rowland at 733-3383 as soon as possible to make reservations.  Thank you, as 
we could not do it without your support! 

Your friend in Christ, 
Norma Anderson 
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The Bells of Saint Mary  
March, 2009  

I love Bruce Springsteen music.  Always 
have.  I listen almost exclusively to his music 
in my car when I drive to Los Angeles.  Right 
after the events of September 11, 2001, 
Bruce Springsteen wrote a song entitled The 
RisingȢ  )Ô ÉÓ Á ÓÏÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÅÒÏÅÓȣÁÂÏÕÔ .Å× 
York City Firefighters climbing up the stair-
cases inside the towers to save lives as peo-
ple were going down those same staircases, 
fleeing for their lives.  It is a song about self-
less giving and true heroism.  It is a song 
with a great mes-
sage, and it rocks!  
(Which is impor-
tant because I 
really love rock-n-
ÒÏÌÌȢɊ  Ȱ#ÏÍÅ ÏÎ ÕÐ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÓÉÎÇȣ
come on up for the 
ÒÉÓÉÎÇȢȱ  )Ô ÍÁËÅÓ 
me think about 
heroes. 

I was watching a show on television about 
ÐÏÌÉÃÅ ÄÏÇÓȣÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÍÁÒËÁÂÌÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎȤ
ÓÈÉÐ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓȣÔÈÅÉÒ 
human partners that is.  It was an amazing 
program.  The trust and the dedication of 
these four-legged police officers with their 
two-legged counterparts communicated so 
ÍÕÃÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÒÕÓÔȟ ÈÏÎÏÒȟ ÓÁÃÒÉÆÉÃÅȣÑÕÁÌÉÔÉÅÓ 
that we talk about when we think about 
ÇÒÅÁÔ ÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȣÂÕÔ ÒÁÒÅÌÙ ÓÅÅ ÄÉÓȤ
played anymore like this program presented 
ÔÈÅÍȣÉÎ Á ÄÏÇȢ  ) ÆÏÕÎÄ ÍÙÓÅÌÆ ÁÌÌ ÃÈÏËÅÄ ÕÐ 
and fighting back tears at the end of the pro-
gram, which featured the funeral service for 

the dog, who had given his life saving the life 
ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ×ÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒȣÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÔÔÅÎȤ
ÄÁÎÔ φππ ÆÅÌÌÏ× ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȣÁÎÄ ) 
ÇÏÔ ÔÏ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÉÎÇȣÄÏ ×Å ÓÅÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÁÎȤ
other?  Do we see this in Jesus?  Do we live 
lives of trust, honor and sacrifice? 

Easter comes to us this month.  We will 
gather on the 5th of April to begin the final 
×ÅÅËȣÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 7ÅÅË ÏÆ ÏÕÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ,ÉÆÅȢ  
On the 5th we will gather for Palm Sunday 
and join with our Lord in his triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem.  We 
will bless our palm 
crosses and carry 
our palm fronds and 
sing Hosanna to the 
Son of David as we 
enter into church.  
We will also enter 
into the solemnity 
of Holy Week as we 

move from the joy of the procession to the 
ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅȣ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÉÓ 
ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄȣÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÅÌÓÅ ×Å 
will encounter in our Palm Sunday liturgy.  
For the next four nights, Monday through 
Thursday at 7PM we will gather together in 
our church for Holy Week services.  Thurs-
day night, we will gather for the liturgy of 
Maundy Thursday, the foot-washing and the 
stripping of the altar and then the all night 
vigil over the Blessed Sacrament in Fitch 
Hall.  Good Friday brings us to what many 
consider to be the most solemn and pro-
found liturgy of the Christian life, the tradi-
tional liturgy of Good Friday.  Ours will begin 

With My Hand on the Plow: 
 The Rising 
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in Fitch Hall at 11:00AM and will continue 
after we have consumed the Reserved Sacra-
ment in the church with meditations and the 
Solemn Collects, concluding by about 2:00 in 
the afternoon.  The church will be bare, our 
sense of loss at its most profound as we must 
ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ Á ×ÏÒÌÄ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔȣÓÕÃÈ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
pain and the truth of Good Friday. 

Through the darkness of the day and the 
emptiness of the night we live in prayer, and 
in hope of the resurrection of our Lord.  And 
then, hoping against hope, we arrive at the 
Great Vigil of Easter.  Join with us at 8:00PM in 
Church as we hear the history of our lives as 
the People of God.  Hear the stories of the 
creation of our world, the deliverance of 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÄ 3ÅÁȟ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÐÅ ÏÆ 
God for the chosen people, the promise of the 
-ÅÓÓÉÁÈȣÃÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÇÉÌ ÁÎÄ 
the awakening of the world again, to a world 
of promises fulfilled and hope renewed.  And 
then we come to Easter Sunday morning and 
our two services at 8 and 10:30.  Come as we 
celebrate in song and story our celebration of 
the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  We will baptize four new Christians 
at the 10:30 service and will renew our vows 
that we all made at our own baptisms at both 
Easter Sunday services. 

And ultimately what will we recognize of 
each other in walking the walk that our Lord 
made?  What will we see of one another dur-
ing our observance of Holy Week? 

Trust, honor and sacrifice.  The qualities of 
true heroism. 

As your priest, I invited all of you on Ash 
Wednesday, on behalf of the church, to an 
observance of a holy Lent.  I want to invite 
you to an examination of sacrifice, and honor 
and trust as we enter into Holy Week to-
gether.  Join me in the walk.  You will be with 
your friends and your community as you go 
on the journey.  You will not be alone.  Your 
journey thus far has brought you to the gates 
ÏÆ *ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍȣÎÏ× ÊÏÉÎ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÅ ÁÎÄ 
ÌÅÔȭÓ ×ÁÌË Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒȣ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÔ ÇÅÔÓ Á 
little harder, and scarier, and where the go-
ÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔȣÂÕÔ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÄÏ ÉÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȣÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÅ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙ ÌÅÁÄÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ÈÅÒÏȣÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
in His presence is to understand how we 
recognize real goodness.  And that is a jour-
ney worth taking.  And it is offered to you 
ÁÌÌȣÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙȭÓȢ 

See you there. 

With my hand on the plow, 
Fr. Michael 

A Few Questions 

Are your records current?  Do we have your correct street address, e-mail address, and 
phone number? 

Have we celebrated your birthday in the Bells?  Do you have your 2009 contribution en-
velopes? 

If any information is missing or incorrect, please send me a note (addresses are on the 
cover of this issue of the Bells), or just drop a note in the collection plate any Sunday. 

Thanks, 

Elizabeth  
Parish Administrator 3 
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Information About Darfur 

1.  If possible try to attend the next Darfur meeting 
and bring someone with you!! It is on Friday, April 
3rd at 6:30 in Fitch Hall.  We will show a new video 
and discuss it, as we attempt to resolve within our-
selves and our community, how to deal with this 
problem that lies at the center of what it means to be 
a CHRISTian.  Many new issues are rapidly develop-
ing within the crisis in Darfur, and the more people 
who attend the meetings, the more reflective and 
creative ideas we can develop and share.  

2.  Postcard Up -Date: St. Maryôs sent in aprox. 156 
postcards to the Save Darfur Coalition in February.  
George Clooney, representing the Save Darfur Coali-
tion, took 250,000 postcards with him recently, when 
he went to see President Obama and to talk with him 
about Darfur.  Look for more postcards arriving 
next week!  The goal is 1,000,000 postcards by the 
presidentôs 100th day in office, or until the genocide 
ends. 

3.  Pastor Jim McIntire of Calvary Baptist Church has 
invited us to view a live simulcast entitled ñNot On Our 
Watchò on Sunday, March 29th at 5:00 PM.  The pro-
gram will be approximately 1 hour and 45 min. in length.  
One of the presenters is John Prendergast , who is the 
co-author of the book with the same title, and an inspiring human-rights activist.  It will be at 
Calvary Baptist Church (Constellation Road at Jupiter Avenue, south of Highway 1 in 
Vandenberg Village), in their Fellowship Hall. 

In Christ, 
Patricia LoCicero 

Hanging Out with St. Paul and the Book of Acts 

I have always been a big fan of St. Paul.  I love his brilliance, his tenacity, his audacity, his 
willingness to tell it like it is, and his ability to accept people wherever they are at in their 
faith journey, and to form them into community.  I often long for the vision St. Paul had for 
the early church.  I try to imagine what it would have been like to be part of one of those 
communities, a church community based on the courage of faith in a disbelieving world, in 
a time filled with signs and wonders. 

Twenty two years ago, when we first moved to California, I clung to a slick brochure de-
scribing my new home, in a new community, as representing more of a lifestyle, than a 
house that I was buying.  Sadly this was true, but not in the idyllic terms written by the skill-
ful marketer.  I learned that realtors, developers, and geography do not make a commu-
nity.  It takes people with shared hopes, shared struggles, and shared experiences to 

Mother with malnourished child at a 

camp for ñinternally displaced per-

sonsò in North Darfur, Sudan.  

(photo via wikipedia.org) 
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make a community.  True community is a community of the heart, a community of commit-
ment, a community of action. 

St. Paul was an effective missionary and evangelist, recognizing the unique gifts and cir-
cumstances of each locale.  He stirred individual hearts, moving them towards the collec-
tive good, and thus diverse citizens became part of the Body of Christ, and churches were 
born.  St. Paul will be remembered as a letter writer for the ages.  Through his moving 
epistles of support, encouragement, exhortation, and, when needed, correction, he main-
tained his influence on these fledgling churches, and connected them to one another. 

Today, when we are only a mouse click away from each other, many of us spend our time 
hanging out in virtual communities.  Call me out of touch, but I donôt think these will ever 
replace the joy of old fashioned face to face contact and sharing.  Fortunately for us, the 
church remains a place of communal, intergenerational, and noncompetitive endeavors. 

Come join me this summer, June 15 -19 for ñMY BIG FAT  GREEK VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOLò. The program will take place from 9:00

AM
 until  1:00

PM
.  Afternoon care will be 

available for working parents.   Working intergeneration ally, we will seek to recreate the 
spirit of the early Greek church communities.  Children will receive daily ñletter visitsò from 
St. Paul.  They will hear and discuss stories from the Book of Acts.  Their learning will be 
reinforced through active games and music at the ñgymnasiumò.  At ñArtisanôs Alleyò they 
will create crafts to sell at the ñAgoraò.  Each day will have a special event such as ñHouse 
Churchò or ñDecathlon Gamesò.  The cost of the program is $25  to cover expenses, with 
scholarships available.  We will also be using Vacation Bible School as an evangelism 
tool to reach out to the community. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for many of you to get involved. We need adult and teen 
volunteers to help shape our ñcommunitiesò.  Art-
ists, storytellers, actors, crafts people, game lead-
ers, seamstresses, graphic and advertising design-
ers, cooks, and musicians are all needed.  Since all 
the children will wear togas and floral wreaths, you 
can help by saving old sheets and fabric, and artifi-
cial flowers and garlands.  Check the weekly bulle-
tin for other needed supplies.  

So mark your calendars, and plan to join us at Va-
cation Bible School!  We will work and play together 
in a spirit of solidarity.  Older children will look after 
younger ones.  Younger ones will teach us about 
joy and openness.  Adults will share their wisdom.  
For a week we will sing and dance together, tell stories, create, travel, and share food, fel-
lowship and prayers.  We will be a church community like those at Corinth, Ephesus, and 
Philippi.  And if we are receptive, the Holy Spirit will fill us, and we will once again experi-
ence signs and wonders and the true peace of community. 

Trudy Ardizzone, MSW 
Missioner for Christian Formation 

One of the letters in óA******aô being 

colored in on Shrove Tuesday, in prepa-

ration for the óburialô. 
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The Bat in the Belfry 

Hello, friends!  Hope your Lent is going very well.  Did you give up cookies and candy?  
Maybe you gave up going to Starbucks.  Did you ñtake onò a virtue ï maybe something like 
going to church more or being more patient and a bit kinder to everyone?  I once heard of a 
man who always gave up watermelon every Lent.  This was in the days when watermelons 
were not a common item at markets all year round.  The ñvirtueò he assumed was modesty 
and he spent all of Lent bragging about how virtuous he was to have given up watermelon!  
Very modest, right?  I guess it takes all kinds. 

My Mother and Fa-
ther, Bertha and 
Boris Bat, are here 
for a lengthy visit 
which will probably 
extend well be-
yond Easter.  My 
Mother says that I 
read so much it is ruining my eyes so, as a conse-
quence, I gave up reading for Lent and, as seems most fitting, I took on the virtue of pa-
tience.  My Mother says I need more of it. 

Donôt get me wrong.  My Mother is a truly wonderful Bat and a very proud cradle Episcobat.  
Itôs just that she is incredibly particular.  She is fond of reminding everyone that she has 
lived in many a fine Episcopal belfry in this country and in Canada.  She is very impressed 
with the St. Maryôs belfry.  I take no credit for the changing state of my surroundings.  In-
deed, some very fine members of the St. Maryôs church family are busy cleaning and clear-
ing my living space ï not the pleasantest of chores, I might add.  They are doing this, not 
as a Lenten discipline, but just because it needed do-
ing.  (Not a lot of that going around these days!)  My 
Mother thinks that we should publicly thank them and 
so, on behalf of my Mother and Father, Bertha and Bo-
ris Bat, and me, Bede Bat, a round of applause is in 
order for Jeanne Johnston and Trudy Ardizzone.  God 
bless you for your kindness! 

That is my story for this month and, since all stories 
should have a moral, the moral of this story is:  Lent is 
the time to clean out the deadwood and debris and all 
the unpleasant things that weigh us down and make us 
less than God intended for us to be.  So, I say, make a 
clean sweep and get rid of all the ñstuffò that stands between us and becoming the Children 
of Light that God intended.  We need to be fit to greet our Risen Lord!  Letôs hear it for 
those Alleluias! 

Blessings to my friends and church family at St. Maryôs  from Bede Bat. 

P.S.:  I loved the photo of my home in the last issue of Bells, and Iôm becoming quite fond 
of the bat illustration that always accompanies my meanderings.  Life is great!  God is 
good! 

Possible pictures of Boris Bat (above) 

and Bertha Bat (left). (Ernst Haeckel, as 

usual) 
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