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Sunday Eucharist
8:00 AM and 10:00AM

Church Office Hours
Mon - Fri 10 AM - 4 PM

Telephone: (805) 733-4400
Fax: (805) 733-4405

E-Mail Addresses:

Fr. Michael:
rector@stmaryslompoc.org

Deacon Judy Lin:
deacon@stmaryslompoc.org
Elizabeth:
admin@stmaryslompoc.org
Trudy:
formation@stmaryslompoc.org
Wardens and Clerk:
vestry@stmaryslompoc.org

Bells Editor:
john.beeler@verizon.net
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The Bells of Saint Mary
January, 2009

With My Hand on the Plow:

Seeking the Light

It is a new year. It seems appropriate in
seeking the light that | invoke the wisdom
of Poohéodowhen startd.i
Il mportant t o
So, with Pooh firmly
at where we have been in the past year, so

we have a better idea of where it is | think

we are going.

As of this writing, (Dec. 9), we have had a
little over 8000 persons attend services this
year. When we =
look at our aver-
age for December
of last year, we
can expect to see
about 1000 more
before we wind
up 2008. This will
represent an in-
crease of over
500 in attendance
this is a good thing.

Our weekday services indicate about an
even higher level of increase in atten-
dance, by about 11%, from 2536 last year
to close to 2800 this year. This too is a
good thing.

We lost eleven of our beloved in 2008, and
this remains a sadness for all of us as we
continue to mourn the loss of our loved
ones who have entered into the nearer
presence of our Lord. We will also have
baptized about ten of us by the end of
2008, and have added those persons to
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our extended family of Followers of Jesus
Christ.
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of all of you ur mgatherlng 0 bags oO, oo
food for the Lompoc Food Pantry totaled
over 60 bags, and | am pretty sure we gave
away at least that many backpacks for our
Back-to-School outreach in August. The re
-named Senior Saints luncheon (formerly
Love Lunch) had
more folks than
ever before, and
our supplying of the
kitchen at the Good
Samaritan Center
was accomplished
in record time.
Along the way, we
have continued to

f r o feedthh momejessamce abnerittoon Ehéirs-

day evenings, help out transitional housing
through our gifts to M
our pledge to our diocese current, and at
the agreed to giving level of 12%. All of
this makes me very proud of you, as we
live into the call of the Gospel of our Lord
laid out for us in Matthew 25. You also
helped send our young adults, (along with
others you had not met) to the village of
Red Shirt on the Pine Ridge Reservation
as part of their Christian Formation, and
you helped send one of our own to Turkey
as part of his formation this past summer.
From where | am standing, we are doing a



good job of reaching out to the world in
need.

Soéwhere are we to
the motto of the Olympics, Citius, Altius,
Fortiuséfaster,

The wonderful thing about having the
church at the center of your life is that we
can see together where God is calling us to
go. Because we live with each other in the
midst of our Christianity, we can look at one
another for clarity and direction. Our ability
to respond to those in need has gotten
faster, and will need to remain that way
given the stress of these economic times
we are living in right now.

The reason more people are coming to
St . Maryods these
reaching out more to our community. As
the mission and ministry of our church has
become better known in the valley, more
people want to be part of who we are and
who we are becoming. Having stepped up,
we will continue to go higher.

Given the strength of our Christian Forma-
tion programs, and the wonderful insights
and directions that Trudy Ardizzone gives

hi gherHersd r ang et ..

days

us as our Missioner for Christian Forma-

tion, our programs now need to be fully

supported, so that they too will become
?
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Mar yos
than we ever have before, that the journey
is the destination. Wherever it is we are
going, we are going there together. There
are more of us giving for the work of the
gospel. There are more of us seeking the
message of Jesus Christ on Sundays and
during the weekday services as well. And
that is a very good thing, because as we
grow, our Lord will continue to send us peo-
ple who need what the message is teach-
i ng us. That God
love for creation. And because God loves,
Gad gavey eARIch hpeadse Wyeebeligve, gve
live, and love, and give back to God be-
cause God gave to us.

And that is a very good thing indeed.

Where are we going in 2009? To the light my
bel oved fl ockéto .t he

With my hand on the plow,

Fr. Michael+

Glen and Mary
Newcomb brought
this Creche for dis-
play at the Decem-
ber 7th Service
(photo by Curtis
Baker).
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