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The Bells of Saint Mary  
November, 2008  

By the time you get this, we will have com-
pleted New Consecration Sunday and be 
moving into Advent for this year.  I believe 
the time we have spent in November fo-
cusing on our gratitude to God for all God 
has given us, and our need to give back to 
God with grateful hearts has been a won-
derful time for us all.  It has been so good 
to see so many of you at church.  I sin-
cerely hope that this will continue.  Church 
is just so much 
fun with so many 
of us here.   

Advent begins the 
Church year, and 
this year we will 
have elders in our 
congregation who 
begin each ser-
vice on Sundays 
with the candle lighting for the Advent 
Ring.  Last year, we used youth from our 
parish, but this year, in keeping with an 
increased focus on ministry to and with our 
Elders, it will be they who lead us in wor-
ship as we await the birth of our Lord this 
Christmas.   

You will also notice that we have been 
producing bulletin inserts for each service 
and reminders to come to church every 
Sunday.  With Advent, our bulletins will 
change to a smaller bulletin, with a leaflet 
hand-out with each days lessons on it.  
This way, you will have the lessons for the 
week to take home with you, and we as a 

church will be using less paper each week 
to produce our Sunday bulletins.  It seems 
like the right thing to do.  Also this Advent, 
we will begin using the Revised Common 
Lectionary for our services.  This wonôt 
really seem like a big deal to all of you, but 
it will mean that we, as part of the great 
ecumenical work of the common churches, 
will be hearing and reflecting upon the 
same lessons that our brothers and sisters 

in the Lutheran, 
Methodist, Presby-
terian, and most of 
the Protestant 
churches are 
hearing every 
Sunday.  This too 
is a good thing.   

As we make our 
walk through Ad-

vent, our Missioner for Christian Forma-
tion, Trudy Ardizzone, will offer three 
classes on the three Wednesdays in Ad-
vent, on the Mother of our Lord, Mary.  
Come and join us as we learn from Trudy 
the many faces of the Real Madonna, The 
Blessed Virgin Mary.   

We are such a busy and mission-minded 
church!  I just love it.  We now offer 
enough program offerings that our church 
and parish hall are busy most of the time.  
I want to begin an Elderôs Circle on Thurs-
day mornings after the 9 am service in 
Fitch Hall.  No agenda, just a time to have 
tea and coffee, visit with friends, perhaps 
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organize a Bible Study if there is enough 
interest, but mostly have a time for all of 
our elders who would like to spend with 
friends at church on Thursday mornings.  If 
you are interested in this idea, let me 
know.  We will begin that gathering the first 
Thursday in Advent after the 9 oôclock ser-
vice.   

Christmas is a time for us to give thanks to 
God for the birth of Jesus, and our deliver-
ance from the enslavement of sin.  It is a 
time of endless possibility and boundless 
grace.  Please know that if we remember 
that Jesus is the reason for the season, it 
will help to keep all the craziness of the 
ñholiday seasonò in perspective.  Here at 

St. Maryôséthis time of Advent is all about 
preparation for the coming of the Lordé
and Christmas is all about his birth.   

Our worship times on Christmas Eve will 
be a family service of Holy Eucharist with 
Baptism and Pageant at 5 oôclock and a 
Choral Eucharist with brass and as many 
in the choir as we can get at 10 oôclock.  
Make your plans now to join us for a full 
church, a glorious time, and the warmth of 
your family that loves you surrounded by 
the God who loves us all.   

With my hand on the plow, 

Fr. Michael+ 
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A Call to Our Consciences 

In 2003, genocide began raging in the remote western region of the African country of Su-
dan.  This part of Sudan is called Darfur .  Since that time 400,000 people have been killed 
and 1,000,000 people have been displaced from their homes and villages.  We at St. 
Maryôs, as followers of our Lord Jesus Christ, must care about what is happening to the 
people who live in Darfur, or who have been forced to 
leave their homes.  There is much that we can do.  
Iôm asking that you prayerfully consider this grave 
situation.  Ask Jesus what He would inspire and lead 
you to do.  On Sunday, November 30

th
, I will give a 

short talk during the service that will initiate a post-
card campaign.  The goal is at least 1,000,000 post-
cards, from Americans, to be delivered to President-
Elect Obama, reminding him of his campaign promise 
to help the people of Darfur.  We will end the  post-
card campaign before Christmas.  However, Iôm hop-
ing neither to begin there nor to end there.  I have 
much information and a couple of DVDs, and Iôm will-
ing to address and to make a presentation to any or-
ganization that you may be a part of.  Please contact 
me at plocicero@gmail.com, or at (805) 757-0712. 

Gandhi said, ñBe the change you wish to see in the 
worldò. I think that working together we can and will 
accomplish so much more. 

Patricia LoCicero 

Refugees from Darfur.  Photo by uni-

dentified U.S. Congress staff. 

mailto:plocicero@gmail.com
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 STITCH ONE, PRAY TWO... 

About three years ago, the St. Mary's Prayer Shawl Ministry began as an outgrowth of a 
conversation at a Reconcilliation Workshop with All Saints, Pasadena. Since that time, over 
150 prayer shawls, scarves and lap robes have been created, blessed and delivered; the 
work of 5 to 8 people who pray with their hands. 

Those who knit or crochet find great Peace in praying with each stitch, finding that while 
sometimes the recipient is known, other times the yarns simply present themselves to be 
knitted, and the need is discovered as the shawls are blessed at the altar during the Holy 
Eucharist.   

It is such a blessed ministry that it just keeps growing!  St. Peter's in Santa Maria has be-
gun making shawls after Canon Debrorah Dunn shared hers with her parish.  While Char-
lotte Compton was visiting her family church in Colorado, her granddaughter showed off 
her shawl.  And bingo!  Charlotte started her ministry at Prince of Peace Catholic Church in 
Longmont, Colorado.  It joins one with Susie and Larry Doyle up in Fort Collins, Colo.  And 
many of the "shawlers" find interest wherever they happen to be with yarns in their hands, 
so who knows where this form of prayer is spreading? 

Here, it began with a donation of yarns from someone who could no longer do handwork, 
but wanted to help.  Then someone else offered a few dollars in donation.  Then more 
yarns appeared, along with requests for 
prayer and comfort...and celebration as 
infants joined our families, and new life-
steps are taken. 

This past October, the Prayer Shawl Min-
istry, along with Father Michael, began to 
meet on a more regular basis, at Thurs-
day Morning Eucharist on the first Thurs-
day of each month.  The focus at this ser-
vice is on healing and intercession, as it is 
on the fourth Thursday of the month.  Bits 
Bowles will be the contact person for the 
"Shawlers", along with Charlotte Comp-
ton, Pat Middleton, Cynthia LeRoy, and 
Mary Newcomb. 

If you would like to offer materials, money, 
requests, encouragement, or join this 
quiet, powerful ministry, just contact any 
one of these people, or, of course, the 
church office.  There are Prayer Shawls 
ready now, waiting to wrap someone in 
prayer for an awareness of God's Love 
and Presence. 

Charlotte Compton and Mary Newcomb 
Mary and Glenn Newcomb at the 

October 26th service. 


