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Sunday Eucharist
8:00 AM and 10:00AM

Church Office Hours

e Mon - Fri 10 AM - 4 PM

Telephone: (805) 733-4400

Fax: (805) 733-4405

E-Mail Addresses:
Fr. Michael:

S rector@stmaryslompoc.org

Deacon Judy Lin:
deacon@stmaryslompoc.org
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Elizabeth:
admin@stmaryslompoc.org

Trudy:
formation@stmaryslompoc.org

Wardens and Clerk:
vestry@stmaryslompoc.org

Bells Editor:
john.beeler@verizon.net
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The Bells of Saint Mary
November, 2008

With My Hand on the Plow:

Thanksgiving

Like all things in cultural history, Thanks-
giving has taken on a life of its own. For
those of us in the church, it has become a
time to focus on our blessings, and our
need to give thanks to God for the gifts
that God has given us. It has become a
Aseasono i n many
time when we have harvested our fields
here in our beautiful valley, and now look
forward to the coming of Advent and the
birth of our Lord
and Christmas.

This  Thanksgiv-
ing, the 27", 1 am
inviting all of you
to once again
come to church at
11 o0d6cl oc
morning for a
Eucharistic cele-
bration of the day, and then stay, and have
a Thanksgiving Day meal together in Fitch
Hal | Once
your favorite
that means we have turkey and fourteen
kinds of pie, so be it! But do come. We

can play cards, sit
company, or watch our kids (or other peo-
pl eds kids!) do

time | am inviting you too, and especially
for all of us who are alone this time of year,
or whose families are far away. Come be
part of my St.
share Thanksgiving together.

It seems to me that Thanksgiving is all
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way s .God hhstgivean askieds.

funny etxlpiemg®.nceldt

about sharing. This month, we celebrate
giving back to God. Actually, we are cele-
brating sharing what we have with the
Body of Chri st t he
does not need our mo
need to give our money for the work that
Itpsl tras articudat
approach to what we know as Stewardship
that appeals to me. It is the approach your
Stewardship Ministry Team has chosen,
and it is entitled
New_ Consecration

Sunday.

If our church was
about  pledging
and tithi
think we would
accomplish  very
much in ministry.
Since our church
is not about that, but is about approaching
God in gratitude for what God has done for

a gduakiitn Bringl e tu$, & is anlch eagier tto understand giving
t h ank s goutwi gragtudem &Véoen | think abowt hofv

happy it makes us to give to others, | know
that what | am saying to you here | believe

doébecause of wh at

hiesr ea ate
have to do is think of those days when we
brought forward the backpacks to give
away to kids all over the valley, or have

Mar y 6 s braddghaimk#&chen woaoisdandwets andgpans

and towels for the Sanctuary Kitchen pro-

ject here in Lompoc to know that giving
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just makes us feel good, purposeful, and
that our faith is a living one that is based in
actions done on behalf of the Christ that
we believe in. | think of how generously
you gave in support of the Red Shirt Pro-
jectéand how proud
young adults who witnessed to you what a
remarkable investment you had made in
them and in their future.

The bottom line is this: we give because
God gave to us first. Everything we give,
we give back to

Our church is dedicated to the ministry of
Jesus Christ. That means we will reach
outside our walls to help those in need. It
means we will reach inside our walls to
provide program and support; educational
and pastoral, spiritual and financial to the
members of our church. It means we will
actively support the work of our diocese
and our national church with contributions
that help people suffering from hurricanes,
and small Omi ssiono
who need assistance paying for clergy

to celebrate Eucharist on Sunday. It
means that we share. It means pay-

ing for a priest, and the staff of our
church, and it means keeping the
lights on for our AA groups and our
Sunday school classes.

This month, you will hear from various
members who have volunteered to
speak about giving, as we move
closer to New Consecration Sunday
on the 23". Linda Everly, Barbara
Manchester, Howard Gould, Roger
McConnell, David Anderson, Nemesio
Balcena and Elizabeth Hatcher make
up the team of volunteers who are
working with me and the Rev. Canon
Deborah Dunn, who is our NCS
leader. You will never hear them ask
you to fipledgeo, or
to give money. Stewardship is not
about that. Stewardship is about un-

y

P oFF. MihBe®rs 1 N

hear

derstanding that everything we have is a
gift from God, and that our knowledge of
Jesus and our love of God compel us to
give back to God with grateful hearts, in
thanksgiving for everything that God has
given usy &aoueavill heaf thatsaidrl am sure.

St . Maryods i s an
believe absolutely that we are following the
path that God wants us to be on. We are
helping others, we are engaging the Word,
we are taking care of our own, and we are

Go d é e welabmatindr aunliges as forgiven, restored
wo u l

and renewed.
say thank you for that?

Wh y

If any of you want to discuss stewardship
and giving with me privately, please just
call me. | am here to talk about it with you,
and the many opportunities for growth that
| see in the year coming up, and in the
years ahead.

With my hand on the plow,

our di

them ask you
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