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The Bells of Saint Mary
October, 2008

With My Hand on the Plow:

The Harvest Moon

The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are
few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.

It is a glorious time of the year. It is the
time of the year when those of us blessed
to live in the Lompoc Valley see the results
of months of watering, pruning, and tend-
ing the fields. It is harvest time. The corn
fields across from the old drive-in theatre
on H Street, just
before you get to
t he AYOo

tion, are being
harvested. Com-
bines are rolling
amidst the seem-

ingly endless
rows of corn, and
soon the fields

will be bare. Everywhere we drive, we are
slowed by the movement of farm vehicles,
all of them sporting slow-moving vehicle
triangles on their rear bumpers, their huge
tires looming larger than the cabs of the
tractors, reminding us that not all the world
moves at the same insane pace that we
want to drive, go, and be at. So it is with
the church as well.

As we move towards the end of the long
season of Pentecost in our church year,
we begin a transition that feels a bit like
business, a bit like winding up, and a bit
like preparation. We begin work on next
year 0s budget,
campaign, continue our focus on our Jour-
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Luke 10:2

ney to Adulthood program, tend to our
buildings as we prepare for winter, move
towards our annual commemoration of All
Soul 6s day, and c el
with baptisms the n
day. It is an exciting and reflective time of
year.

This year, commencing this Sunday with a
Godly play meeting at 11:30, our focus on
Christian Formation
of all our people will
continue with a Jour-
ney to Adulthood
meeting over supper
that begins at 5:00
pm. | want to en-
courage you, as
strongly as possible,
to attend this meet-
ing if you have young people who are par-
ticipating in our programs for youth. If you
want to be part of our Education for Minis-
try group that is forming, please let Trudy
know as soon as possible. We will also
see another l nquire
Wednesday nights for six weeks. Stay
tuned for announcements on that.

Wor k has already
budget with our Finance Team. Glenn
Owen, Roger McConnell, and Rick Kend-
all, with Vestry support from Jeanne
Johnston, Marno Goetsch, and Anita
McManigal, have begun the discussion,

| aunc hand the call h&st gene aut dosal mipistry

development teams in our parish to offer
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forecasts on where they hear the voice of
God calling with regards to the amount of
money we will need to dedicate to the min-
istry of our parish. | would remind you that
we have over 40 identified ministries in our
parish, and all of them need financial aid to
be accomplished in any given year. To-
wards that end, your Vestry and the Stew-
ardship Ministry Development Team, with
my enthusiastic support, are leading us to
a new program that we are embarking
upon for the next three years.

Revs Cunnlngham and Dunn W|th candidates for confirmation and reaﬁlrmatlon at September 21st Service

New Consecration Sunday is a tried and
tested program that our team members
discovered when they went to the Dioce-
san Stewardship Conference this past
spring. (Seeds that are planted in the
spring bear fruit come harvest time in the
fall) The stewardship work we will be do-
ing involves our focused attention over a
period of six weeks beginning on October
12", and finishing with a big celebratory
lunch right after the service on the 23" of
November. This year, unlike years past,
we will actually make financial commit-
ments in writing and turn them in at
church, during one service for the whole
community at
day, all of us will gather in Fitch Hall for a
catered lunch where we will celebrate our
community, our love for one another and
for the God we serve, and the announce-
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ment of what we have promised to give to
the ministry
ish for 2009. We will continue in our tradi-
tion of maintaining a faith-based budget
process, which will include planning our
expenses by engaging prayer and guid-
ance from the Holy Spirit, NOT based
upon income and where we can spend it.
The big difference in the New Consecra-
tion Sunday <curricul
the accountability factor. In order to report
to you the amount of the promise that we

L

have made as a community, one person
has to be able to add those promises up.
That one person will be me. The only per-
son who will see those promises will be
your priest. Since | am charged with the
pastoral responsibility of confidentiality, it
only seems logical that the person who
sees your promises would be the same
person you trust to keep your promises
confidential. Because the program en-
courages us to write down and honor the
covenant we make with God for the sup-
port of the ministry that God is calling us
to, the collecting of the promises will be
done during our celebration of the Eucha-

on the 23". When éh gifts are brought
j’war&’ Yhe b rg'aa an e wine and the
offerings of our people, we will also pro-
vide an opportunity for each of you, similar
to the bringing forward of the backpacks
this year on St.
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ward your covenants for the church. among us, and an occasion to welcome
Sealed in envelopes that we will provide to into the body of Christ the newly baptized.

you, they will be a sacred covenant be-
tween you and God for the ministry of Je-
sus Christ in our parish church, our com-
munity, our diocese, and our world. You
will hear from a handful of people over the
six weeks of the focused time that repre-
sent New Consecration Sunday. They will
witness to you about a theology of giving
that is what we understand to lie at the

It is a time of harvest. A time to gather
together and celebrate. A time to work
together and give together for our future.
A time to harvest always includes the re-
sponsibility to prepare the fields for the
spring time planting. This we will do. We
will gather in our wheat, prepare our bread,
let it rise bake it, and then break it to
| oy,r

heart of Godods unc:omprs'oh %vé" for9Y4rs .

might have I|f and have it abundantly.
And so that those who come after us, will
m@eptrttheé)rtomlse of the church: that they
too will have life, and have it abundantly.

As Norma Anderson said this spring on
one of our Wednesday night talks on stew-
ardshi p, i Y egui vcea nGhoodt.
is really the essential truth that we are

seeking to build upon in our work this fall. With my hand ever on the plow,
Interspersed with this will be a commemo- Fr. Michael+
ration of Al | Soul 6s Day on Saturday, No -

vember 1st at 5:30 in the afternoon. This Deadline for Novembar Beils
important day in our community life is a will be October 17.

powerful reminder of what scripture refers

to as fna great cloud of witnesseso in o
common life. Last year, we did this cele- R R R A
bration on a Sunday, but this year, as the o
calendar f al | sisaSaAnddy, S AsHB'QWa”ted ié;
and we will be baptizing new Christians on |l 6m going to be ¢
that day. So, the day before, on All Souls Charlottesville, Virginia ( OK, 4l

Day, we will commemorate the faithfully
departed. The Worship Ministry Develop-
ment Team and | are still formulating my
vision for that day, but it will include vari-
ous altars of remembrance on our plaza, in
the style of the Dios de la Muerta (Day of
the Dead) celebration so prevalent among
our Latino brothers and sisters. The ser-
vice in the church will include a solemn
reading of the names and tolling of the bell
for those who have gone before us into the
nearer presence of our Lord. After the

really be visiting my parents, but </
that 6s wher e fot thee y/
November 16th through Novem- 7
ber 30th services. Can someone ¢/
please be a substitute photogra- «f
pher during that period?

Please see Fr. Michael if you are
willing to do thi
pictures he needs. The church
has t wo camer as,;
happy to show you how to use the ¢

=l =T =T =Tp = =p = = #p 1 1 1 B B B B B B £ £ B B
=6

service, we are planning a fiesta on the better one. g
plaza and in Fitch Hall. We sort of envi- o
) ) . Thanks! W
sion this as a two day festival of com- &
memoration and celebration. A pause to John Beeler o
remember those who have passed from 2 8 8 o 2 2 B
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Reap A Harvest Of Blessings 8 Come To Church Every Sunday

Ever since biblical days, the harvest has always been a time to give thanks to the Lord for

the bounty He provides for us. The AFiTrst Fr
to God. Even though many of us are not engaged in agricultural pursuits, we can still take
time to reap a harvest. | am proposing a fAHa

of all that we have, spiritually, emo-
tionally, physically, and materially.
We can show our deep and abiding
gratitude to the Lord through our
giving to His church and by actively
participating in the worship, fellow-
ship and life of the church. So come
and join us every Sunday when we
offer our very best to God and to
you in a special Fall Feast of
weekly celebrations.

October 5", A Pets and Pieso: We
celebrate the Feast of St. Francis

with The Blessing of the Animals

and a Pie Festival on the plaza.

October 12", A Taste and See the

Goodness of the Lordo: Col umbus

may not exactly have discovered

North America, but we know for a

fact that people of the First Nations

did introduce the early settlers to the joy of corn. Join us after the 10:00 service for a Cor-
nucopia of Corn [corn on the cob, corn chowder, fritters, you get the idea here.]

Also, there will be Acolyte Training for those in grades four and up.

October19th, AYour Love, O Lord has Called Us Her
loved old friend, Fr. Fitch with an old fashioned Root Beer Float.

October26th, ACome Ye Thankf ul Peopl e Come, Rai se
Homecoming Sunday by bringing a friend or neighbor to church with you. Share the bless-

ings of your active faith life with someone new to our church. Children, come in your Hal-
loween costume. We will carve pumpkins during Sunday School and present them on the

altar for Fr. Michael to put a Christ Light in each of them. After worship we will play some
carnival games and enjoy some Halloween treats. There will be hot chili, cold cider, corn

bread and other goodies to enjoy.

Saturday, November 1*: We honor the Mexican tradition of celebrating Dios de la Muertos,
The Day of the Dead. This All Souls Day commemoration recognizes the joys and sorrows
of the cycle of life. At 5:00 P.M., we will gather on the plaza to decorate altars in tribute to
the deceased in our families. In our church worship we will toll the bell for the reading of
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